
 

 

 

The DEI newsletter this week highlights the ULS African American Awareness Association (“4A 
Club”) and our recently formed 4A Alumni Association.  
  
Run entirely by upper school students, the 4A Club has been around since the early ‘90s and 
offers community support of Black students at ULS. The club’s goals include promoting 
awareness of African American topics and issues, creating African American programming and 
events, fostering camaraderie, and educating the misinformed. Seniors Autumn Williams and 
Kaeleigh Harmon are this year’s co-Presidents and they are working with their club to do 
philanthropic outreach and planning activities for Black History Month. The club receives 
assistance and guidance from two faculty advisors, David Harris an Upper School math teacher 
and Solomon Spann, associate director of admissions. 
  
The 4A Alumni Association was “born” about a year ago when Erica Denham ’95 and 
Christianne Malone ’00 contacted the alumni office about creating an African American 
Awareness alumni group. All African American alumni have been encouraged to join and they 
are working to continue building awareness. They held their first official 4A Alumni Association 
meeting in May and had more than 25 in virtual attendance including 4A Club founder, Ms. 
Carla Young.  
 
Since then, the 4A Alumni Association Executive Committee has worked to establish and attain 
goals this year, including connecting with current students, welcoming new Black students to the 
school, and raising money for the 4A Fund. The 4A Fund provides support for scholarship 
students who may need help with ancillary costs. They have reached almost $10,000 thanks to 
the generosity of our African American alums and Mr. Bob Garvey, a former parent who kindly 
donated a $5,000 matching gift. Ultimately the main goal of this alumni group is to establish a 
network of support for African American alumni as well as for current students and their families. 
  
Recently a group of 4A Club students and 4A alum were able to meet virtually. It provided them 
with an opportunity to talk about a variety of topics including the racial climate at schools, the 
college admissions process in COVID times, and establishing an African American lecture/panel 
series which will be rolled out soon. 
  
As we strive to create a school culture where all feel a sense of belonging, these clubs are a 
great example of building relationships and a sense of community that extends well beyond the 
walls of the school.  
  
You can visit the 4A Alumni page at https://uls.org/alumni/4a-alumni-association/ 
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