
 

 
What is the DEI? 

 
As was mentioned in the newsletter last week, the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Council will be 
using this as a space to share about our community through the lens of diversity, equity, and 
inclusion. Some of you might be asking who or what is the DEI Council? The DEI Council is a part of 
the ULS community that is comprised of self-selected faculty and staff members that are passionate 
about ensuring every one of our students and colleagues are fully represented and feel a sense of 
belonging. The Council promotes individual and institutional growth in the area of diversity, equity, and 
inclusion. We strive to serve as a resource to community members and each year we discuss ideas, 
choose areas of focus, and set goals for the Council. One of our ideas for the newsletter is to share 
windows into our classrooms - here is our first of the year.  
 
Who we are and what we believe shapes our perceptions and realities. Taking time to examine our 
identity can help us gain insight into our perceptions. In eighth grade social studies this year students 
began with identity maps. This is an exercise designed to help students dig deeper into how they 
perceive themselves, how others perceive them, and what that means about how we perceive others. 
This leads to conversations about how individuals, groups, and institutions have identities. Identities 
and perspectives are multilayered and it is important to expand past a single story. You can watch 
more about The Danger of a Single Story with Nigerian author Chimamanda Adichie.  
 
A great way to get past the single story is to read many stories. The middle school English curriculum 
provides countless opportunities for students to read about those with similar identities and those with 
identity different from ourselves - this is often referred to as providing students with mirrors and 
windows. Classes have common reads, but are also provided time to read books of their choosing 
(and with guidance from teachers). Every year new books are added to the libraries and selected with 
an eye for creating windows and mirrors (this is also true in pre-k, lower school, and upper school 
too).  
 
Interested in finding new books to add to your shelves at home or to check out from the library? There 
are many great books lists out there. In honor of National Hispanic Heritage Month here are lists of 
Hispanic books for children and young adults. 
 

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/identity-charts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9Ihs241zeg&feature=youtu.be&t=0s
https://www.weareteachers.com/mirrors-and-windows/
https://www.weareteachers.com/mirrors-and-windows/
https://www.colorincolorado.org/booklist/board-books-and-more-hispanic-heritage
https://www.colorincolorado.org/books-authors/books-young-adults/hispanic-heritage-booklists-young-adults

