
The return of site visits to Liggett’s Upper School means that students are given more opportunities to learn

outside of the classroom. Two site visits from October highlight how Liggett students endeavor to understand

different perspectives through our experiential learning.

Mr. Van Meter, who also works with the Detroit Public Theatre, coordinated an opportunity for students in a

handful of electives to attend a showing of Thurgood by George Stevens Jr. Thurgood is a 90-minute play about

the life and legacy of Thurgood Marshall, one of the most influential lawyers of the 20th century and the first

Black justice of the US Supreme Court. Mr. Van Meter also served on a panel after the show with prominent

Detroit lawyers, who discussed the incredible legacy of Justice Marshall.

“Almost everything they talked about, I remembered from our US History class,” remarked senior Kennedy

Marshall. “What [Thurgood Marshall] was able to accomplish was incredible, especially given what he went

through. It was one of the best school trips I’ve been on.”

As part of the place-based United States History curriculum,

Liggett sophomores were also presented with an

opportunity to learn off campus this month, visiting the

River Raisin National Battlefield Park in Monroe, Michigan.

The site, which is operated by the National Parks Service,

gives visitors the opportunity to explore one of the bloodiest

battles of the War of 1812, along with the impact that the

War of 1812 had on the indigenous peoples of the United

States.

Presenting alongside the National Parks Service were

representatives of the Wyandot of Anderdon nation, who

lived in the area around the time of the battle. Grand Chief Ted Roll (above, left) and Linda Filipek (below, right)

both led activities with the students to explore the influence of Native nations on the war and how the war

paved the way for the forcible removal of Native Americans

in the decades that followed.

“It was heartbreaking to hear that the Wyandot didn’t know

why their ancestors did so many things,” reflected

sophomore Nick Kozierowski. “They were forced to hide their

identity so that information was never passed down,” he

added.

Students also found time to appreciate the joy that was

shared by the Wyandot. During their time with Mrs. Filipek,

students learned about longhouses, Wyandot ceremonies,



different Native American jewelry, and even had a chance to make their very own ghost bead necklace. “The

craft was a lot of fun,” said sophomore Jermaine Calloway. “We learned a lot about their culture and their

perspective on spiritual beings.”

In many ways, these trips reflect the balance we all try to find in our lives: savoring the happy moments

without ignoring the hardships we have caused or experienced.


