
Associate Justice Sonya Sotomayor is the first Hispanic, the first Latina, and the third woman to hold a 
seat on the United States Supreme Court in its 270-year history.  Born of Puerto-Rican born parents in the 
Bronx, New York City, Sotomayor graduated summa cum laude from Princeton University in 1976 
and received her J.D. from Yale Law School in 1979.

In a 2009 New York Times article that appeared shortly after her nomination to the high court, Sotomayor 
recalls the “sound of merengue at all our family parties” and the Puerto Rican delicacies - patitas de cerdo 
con garbanzos (pigs’ feet with beans) and la lengua y orejas de cuchifrito (pigs’ tongue and ears) - that 
appealed to the “particularly adventurous taste buds” that she called “a very special part of my being 
Latina.”

Two days before the start of Hispanic Heritage Month last week, Sotomayor spoke to students at Tufts 
University about the benefits of diversity among members of the United States Supreme Court.  She told 
the students “Our differences are there to show us that there are no clear answers, and that we have to 
really work at coming up with the right answers.” 

Sotomayor has recently written and published a children’s book entitled Just Ask!  Be Brave, Be Different, 
Be You.  Available in Spanish as ¡Solo Pregunta!  Sé Diferente, Sé Valiente, Sé Tú, Sotomayor’s book 
chronicles the many contributions children of differing abilities make towards the creation of a 
community garden.

Earlier this year, a HuffPost piece listed 25 children’s books that highlight cultural and social identities 
of their main characters.  Families can diversify their children’s home reading experiences by asking for 
these titles at school and/or at local public libraries.  The National Association of Independent Schools 
(NAIS) suggests that member schools consider these cultural and social identifiers when choosing 
materials and texts, and when implementing curricula related to diversity, equity and inclusion.  

Did you know that many schools in the United States, both independent and public, will recognize Ally 
Week from September 23-27 this year?  Sponsored by the Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education 
Network (GLSEN), the event was originally conceptualized as a means to raise awareness of anti-LGBTQ 
bullying in schools and to identify allies who pledge not to use anti-LGBTQ language and to intervene - if 
they can do so safely - when hearing this language at school.

In 2015, GLSEN produced a video marking 25 years of support to LGBTQ students in schools across the 
country.  In 2018, the organization released the most recent National Climate School Survey, the largest 
body of research on the experiences of LGBTQ youth in U.S. schools.  The full report is available here.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_honors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Princeton_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juris_Doctor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yale_Law_School
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/27/us/politics/27websotomayor.html?mtrref=undefined&gwh=BD314D2A0B0FBE200E44A83CDB8A59A6&gwt=pay&assetType=REGIWALL
https://now.tufts.edu/articles/sonia-sotomayor-and-power-asking-why
https://now.tufts.edu/articles/sonia-sotomayor-and-power-asking-why
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2019/09/01/755845325/just-ask-says-sonia-sotomayor-she-knows-what-its-like-to-feel-different
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/kids-books-diversity-differences_n_5b912bd8e4b0cf7b003d3508
https://www.nais.org/
https://www.nais.org/articles/pages/sample-cultural-identifiers.aspx
https://www.glsen.org/
https://www.glsen.org/
https://www.glsen.org/learn/about-glsen
https://www.glsen.org/article/glsen-releases-new-national-school-climate-survey-report
https://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/GLSEN-2017-National-School-Climate-Survey-NSCS-Full-Report.pdf



