
 
 
 
 
As expected, Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed March to be Women’s History 
Month. The theme of this year’s Women’s History Month is Valiant Women of the Vote, 
commemorating the centennial anniversary of the ratification of the 19th amendment to the United 
States constitution. 
 
“I’m proud to celebrate the centennial anniversary of the 19th amendment.  As a woman in politics, 
I know how important it is to have your vote counted and to use your vote as your voice,” Whitmer 
said.  “During March, and throughout the year it’s crucial that Michigan women get out and make 
their voices heard by voting.”   
 
Click here to read Whitmer’s proclamation in full. 
 
On Monday, March 2nd during Community Time, Upper School students in Liggett’s Women’s 
Awareness Club (WAC) addressed issues of gender-based price discrimination and their own 
findings of gendered price disparities while conducting research at a local Target store.   
 
Known as the Pink Tax, these pricing disparities affect women in the United States and throughout 
the world.  WAC leaders encouraged Upper School students to further educate themselves about 
the Pink Tax and to use their voices and their future votes to help enact legislation to end 
gender-based price discrimination. 
 
The WAC is currently holding a drive to benefit Detroit’s Alternatives for Girls;  the organization, 
founded in 1987, has a mission “to help homeless and high-risk girls and young women avoid 
violence, teen pregnancy and exploitation, and help them to explore and access the support, 
resources and opportunities necessary to be safe, to grow strong and to make positive choices in 
their lives.” 
 
Please consider contributing items such as tampons, pads, combs, hairbrushes, and gift 

cards to businesses where ULS students can purchase feminine hygiene and other 
products for donation to Alternatives for Girls.   

 
Items can be brought to any Upper School advisor or to Assistant Head of Upper School and 

Upper School Dean of Student Life Shernaz Minwalla between March 3rd-14th.   
 
Thank you in advance for your efforts to support Liggett’s WAC and Detroit’s Alternatives 

for Girls. 
 
There are many other local, national, and international organizations that focus on girls’ health and 
safety, growth and development, education, rights, opportunities and leadership:  Girl Up, She’s the 
First, Girls Inc., and Girls on the Run are only a small number of organizations whose aim is to 
advance awareness of, and solutions to issues facing girls and young women around the globe. 
 
And finally, click here for sound advice from Wellesley L. Wilson, Director of Admission and Financial 
Aid at the all-girls Harpeth Hall School in Nashville, TN. While Wellesley writes that her advice is 
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primarily for “others seeking leadership in independent schools, particularly young women of color,” 
it can, arguably, apply to any person, of any gender, and at any stage of life. 
 


