
Ten Grade 9 students represented University Liggett School at the 36th annual Giant Step Teen 
Conference on Tuesday, October 29th.  Sponsored by the Merrill-Palmer Skillman Institute at Wayne 
State University, the Giant Step conference brings together hundreds of young people each year from 
public, independent, charter, parochial and home schools from across southeast Michigan to engage in 
lectures, guided discussion, games, and exercises about diversity, equity, and inclusion. 

Dr. Steven Ondersma is a Professor in the Departments of Psychiatry & Behavioral Neurosciences and 
Obstetrics & Gynecology at Wayne State University.  He also serves as the Deputy Director of the 
Merrill-Palmer Skillman Institute at WSU and is the father of current ULS students Nolan (‘20), Cooper 
(‘22), and of Liggett alum Annelies (‘18). 

At the outset of the day’s activities, Dr. Ondersma encouraged students to create positive change in the 
world around them. “We believe that every generation needs to make the world a little bit better than the 
way they found it,” he explained.  “Have fun, learn a ton, get to know each other today, and in talking 
with each other - and learning from each other, and getting to see different perspectives - do your part to 
make the world a better place.”  

(To that end, learn more about Ashoka and its Start Empathy and Youth Years programs to understand 
how young people around the world are developing the capacity and disposition to understand and act 
upon issues of local and global concern, becoming skilled changemakers and change leaders 
themselves.) 

During closing ceremonies, Grade 9 student Natasha Khan addressed hundreds of conference attendees, 
urging them “Remember, you are here because somebody recognized that you are the change that this 
world needs.  It’s your choice to become who you want to be, and it’s your choice to take the chances 
that are given to you.” 

Upon returning to Cook Road, students were asked three simple questions:  Did you have fun?  (Yes!)  
Did you learn something new?  (Yes!)  Can you implement something you learned at the conference here 
at school?  (Yes!) 

University Liggett School students at the 2019 Giant Step Teen Conference 
Back row:  Gabriel Le, Langston Evans, Chelsea Harmon, Marley Lyon, Trinity Tolin, Rachel Lee, Braniyla 

Willis, Briann Williams. Front row: Erica Hayes, Natasha Khan 
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