
• University Liggett School is delighted to host the first Know Your Muslim Neighbor event on 
Sunday afternoon, November 17 from 2 - 3:30 p.m. in the Boll Campus Center lobby.  This 
event will precede the All-School Family Skate in the McCann Ice Arena that will take place 
from 3:30 - 5 p.m. the same day. 
 
Know your Muslim Neighbor is a family-friendly event in which a community comes together in 
celebration of diversity and unity. Often hosted in public spaces and at libraries in southeastern 
Michigan, the Know Your Muslim Neighbor program offers hands-on Islamic art activities for 
children, henna hand painting, a poster exhibit on the history of Muslims in early America, and 
short presentations.  These events provide opportunities to meet new people, try new experiences, 
taste new food, and enjoy conversations with local people of the Muslim faith.   
 
Video, photos, and information about previous Know Your Muslim Neighbor events in Michigan 
can be viewed on the KYMN Facebook page. 
 
• Together with Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer, Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan, and 
representatives of the Detroit Public Schools Community District, Wayne State University 
President Roy Wilson announced the Heart of Detroit Tuition Pledge on Wednesday, October 
23rd.  This new scholarship will offer free university tuition for high school graduates from 
public, charter, and independent schools who live in the city of Detroit beginning with students 
graduating in 2020.  “Opportunity, accessibility, and affordability are all pillars of the high-
quality education we provide, and the Heart of Detroit scholarship delivers on all those values,” 
says Wilson.   
 
• Earlier this month, University of Michigan President Mark Schlissel announced a new diversity 
strategic plan and committed $85 million towards a wide range of DEI initiatives at the 
university.  “Our dedication to academic excellence for the public good is inseparable from our 
commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion,” Schlissel explained. 
 
• Similarly, independent schools across the country are dedicating financial and human resources 
for DEI initiatives to engage constituent groups in discussion and to evaluate and reconsider 
institutional structures, policies, procedures, and curricula that support increasingly diverse 
student populations. 
 
Many independent schools begin the process of self-evaluation by administering the AIM Climate 
Survey. Tony Hernandez coordinates AIM (the Assessment of Inclusivity and Multiculturalism) 
at NAIS, the National Association of Independent Schools.  “There are many reasons to pause 
during the process of creating diverse and inclusive communities in order to gather information 
about a school’s strengths in this area, dream new possibilities, and design the actions that will 
lead to progress,” Hernandez says.  You can learn more about this survey and its use in 
independent school strategic planning by clicking this link. 
 
• Finally, Erica Pernell proposes steps independent schools can take to progress from diversity to 
equity and inclusion. In this video, Pernell shares practical applications to help independent 
schools shift efforts from numbers-focused diversity work to systems and practices that foster 
equity, inclusion, and justice in those diverse communities.  Pernell serves as the Director of 
Inclusion and Multicultural Practice at Shady Hill School. 
 
Pernell recently spoke to students at Concord Academy about “what it means to strive for equity - 
the systematic fair treatment of all people - and how they can take action to foster equity.”  
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