
In recognition of Hispanic Heritage Month, Lower School Librarian Holly Smith has put together a collection of 
books that students can check out and families can read together at home, including Separate is Never Equal:  Sylvia 
Mendez & Her Family’s Fight for Desegregation;  the eye-catching Funny Bones, a tale about Mexico’s calaveras and 
how they came to be;  and Tales Our Abuelita Told:  A Hispanic Folktale Collection.

Did you know that Grade 6 students at Liggett are currently participating in the 2019 Global Read Aloud?  Middle 
School English teacher Stevie Stevens writes “Our class is reading a novel set in India called The Bridge Home by 
Padma Venkatraman.  Along with learning about Indian culture, we will discuss various aspects of the novel with 
the sixth grade students in Mrs. Collins’ class at St. Bernadette School in Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada.  Through 
the literature and our global participation, the GRA allows us to connect to the world beyond our walls and the 
lives we might live in it.”

Click here to view and zoom into a Google map showing schools on five continents whose students are also reading 
The Bridge Home as part of the 2019 Global Read Aloud.

Eleven Upper School students represented University Liggett School at the AIMS (Association of Independent 
Michigan Schools) Diversity Symposium on Tuesday, October 8th at Greenhills School in Ann Arbor.  

In the morning, students chose from among 20 different sessions, including Justice for All?  Environmental Health, 
Racism, and Equality in the U.S.; The Traditions of African Griots: Music, Storytelling, and Culture; History and Culture 
of Arab American Communities; We Listen: Political Dialogue Across the Aisles; and A2 Dance Revolution: Latin Music 
and Dance.  

A keynote address by author, independent school teacher, and transgender advocate Alex Myers addressed issues 
of gender, gender expression, gender identity, and sexual orientation.  In this PBS Newshour piece, Myers explains 
what it means to be transgender and says that “The real way you bring people together is by living in their 

communities, by being good citizens, and by modeling who you are.”  In this TEDx talk, Myers discusses the power 
of language, labels, and building community for young people in schools.  Myers’ new coming-of-age novel 
Continental Divide will be published November 30, 2019.

After lunch, students chose one of nine different film screenings, each followed by faculty-led discussion 
groups.  The symposium concluded with a vibrant, energetic performance of Japanese taiko drumming by the 
professional drumming group Raion Taiko.  A Raion Taiko performance similar to the one students saw at the 
symposium can be viewed here.

University Liggett School students attended the 2019 AIMS Diversity Symposium at Greenhills School 
Top row:  Dakota Jones, Darshana Subramaniyam, Alia Khan, Isabella Tomlinson, Kennedy Marshall 

Middle row:  Amelia Karr, Avery Sikora, Izabella Milham, Indya Stephens,  
Bottom row:  Gabby Awada, Adetola Makun 

https://theglobalreadaloud.com/2019/05/01/information-for-2019-global-read-aloud-gra19/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NpIYM1A0Xi4jyanThD0mCXcaClvCdRU7MOB1FQhAJ8w/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NpIYM1A0Xi4jyanThD0mCXcaClvCdRU7MOB1FQhAJ8w/edit
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/551690/the-bridge-home-by-padma-venkatraman/
https://www.rcsd.ca/school/StBernadette/Pages/default.aspx#/=
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1A18W-xevtU8AXtkp65nfQLbkLcyFp_aS&ll=0.01471671546530473%2C0&z=2
https://aims-mi.org/
https://aims-mi.org/
https://www.greenhillsschool.org/
https://www.exeter.edu/faculty/alex-sayre-myers
https://alexmyerswriting.com/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/daily-videos/educator-explains-what-it-means-to-be-transgender/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X5SRgLHNlbQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/alex-myers/continental-divide/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/alex-myers/continental-divide/
https://michigantaiko.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Va9S7xBKlWE



